Brian O'Dean Perry
March 5, 1942 - September 8, 2019

Brian O’Dean Perry, age 77 of Troy, Ohio, formerly of Northbrook, Illinois, passed away on
September 8, 2019. Brian received his Master’s Degree from Northwestern University to
become a Professional Musician. Brian held the position of Principal Trumpet for several
decades for the Lyric Opera of Chicago and also was the Principal Trumpet of the Grant
Park Symphony Orchestra. He became friends and played music with some of the top
musicians in the world. Brian overcame many childhood difficulties, became a very devout
Jehovah’s Witness and was extremely skilled and successful in his work and life. Brian
had his pilot’s license and loved to fly, and was always a jokester, goofing around with the
grandkids and being a big kid at heart. Brian is survived by his daughter and son-in-law:
Kimberly (Quentin) Elkins, sister: Emma Jo Upton, grandchildren: Stephanie (Zachary Hill)
Fry, Jessica (Jacob Burall) Fry, Matthew (Jennifer) Elkins, great-grandchildren: Payton,
Grace, and Parker, also many other relatives and friends. He was preceded in death by
his parents: Bernis O’Dean and Mildred Louise (White) Perry, and brother-in-law: Jim
Upton. Funeral Services will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 12, 2019 at the
Kindred Funeral Home (400 Union Blvd., Englewood) with Pastor Jay McMillen officiating.
The family will receive friends on Thursday, from 12:00 p.m. until the time of services at
the funeral home. Memorial contributions may be made to the Lyric Opera House of
Chicago. Online condolences may be made to the family at www.kindredfuneralhome.com
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Visitation

12:00PM - 01:00PM

Kindred Funeral Home
400 Union Boulevard, Englewood, OH, US, 45322
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12

Service

01:00PM

Kindred Funeral Home
400 Union Boulevard, Englewood, OH, US, 45322

Comments

“

Many musicians in Chicago had the wonderful opportunity to share a stage with
Brian. I remember his his outstanding musicianship and performance skills but also
his gentle demeanor and smile. It was an honor to work with him professionally and
to know him personally. Roger Rocco

Roger Rocco - September 14, 2019 at 08:33 PM

“

I am saddened to hear this news. Brian was a remarkable trumpet player and
musician. I will always be grateful for the kindness and support he showed me in my
performances at the opera. My sincere condolences to his family and to all that knew
and loved him. Rest In Peace, Brian.

Matthew Lee - September 14, 2019 at 12:50 AM

“

Brian was one of the kindest people I ever knew. He was also was one of the finest
musicians i ever worked with. And he played the trumpet like no one I've ever heard.
He was my friend for 45 years, and I will miss him greatly. I know he had some
trouble remembering things in his later years, but he never forgot how it felt to play
first trumpet in the Lyric Opera Orchestra, and he cherished those memories. He was
a good friend, a good colleague, and no matter what he was going through himself
on any given day, he never had an unkind word for or about anyone. I will never
forget all the help and encouragement he gave me. When we spoke on the phone
around last Father's day, he was especially excited to see his daughter Kim, his
granddaughter, and his new great-granddaughter. We talked about Bud Herseth ("the
greatest trumpet player ever") and finally, "Can you send me some valve oil? I can't
get any valve oil in this place." I can't believe he's gone.
Pete Labella

Peter Labella - September 13, 2019 at 12:47 AM

“

I'm sorry to hear of Brian's passing. I played in the Lyric Opera Orchestra with him.
He was always kind and told good jokes to make me laugh. Please accept my
condolences. I am thinking of you all.
Clara Lindner

Clara - September 12, 2019 at 09:05 PM

“

I am very sorry to hear of Brian's passing. We often spent time at the airport talking
about airplanes and flying. He was very proud of his airplane and loved flying. I'll
miss him.

Tye - September 12, 2019 at 03:22 PM

“

I only knew Brian through music. We never talked that much. Our communication
was through music. I knew him as a great musical soul who played clearly, cleanly,
and with a beautiful sound. He was an egoless player who as Second Trumpet of the
Chicago Brass Quintet, made the group sound much better. In that capacity I don't
think I ever heard anyone play better in my life. When he got the job as 3rd Trumpet
in Lyric opera, he liked to joke around and play the famous octave fanfare in the
second part of "Also Sprach Zarathustra" and hit the top note a whole step too high-something extremely difficult, that was completely silly, but also showed his
colleagues what a great player he was. I loved him as a musician and I am sad that
he is no longer with us. May his memories be a blessing to all his friends, family, and
colleagues.

Bill Klingelhoffer - September 12, 2019 at 12:42 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Brian O'Dean Perry.

September 12, 2019 at 11:50 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Brian O'Dean Perry.

September 11, 2019 at 09:25 PM

“

Sorry to hear that Brian's gone. He was a good friend and a good pilot and it was
obvious how much he enjoyed his airplane and flying aerobatics. Often at the airport
it was a treat to hear him practicing with his trumpet. I'll keep a lot of good memories
of time spent flying together or just talking together about flying.
Bill Bruns

Bill - September 11, 2019 at 11:53 AM

“

Kim, I was so sorry to hear about the passing of your dad when I came into work on
Monday. Please know, that you and your family are in my prayers. Your dad was
always very kind to me.
Martha Franzen
StoryPoint of Troy

Martha Franzen - September 10, 2019 at 02:08 PM

“

Thinking about you Kim. Your dad was there for you. Condolences to you and Stephanie
and Jessie and your grandchildren. Prayers
Eileen - September 10, 2019 at 10:51 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Brian O'Dean Perry.

September 10, 2019 at 12:15 PM

