George Demetriades
January 13, 1935 - September 13, 2020

George Demetriades, 85 of Dayton, passed away peacefully, Sunday, September 13,
2020. George was born January 13, 1935 in Kilkis, Greece to Euripidis and Antiklia
(Oustambessi) Dimitriadis who precede him in death. He immigrated from Greece in 1955
on the Andria Doria, he graduated from Indiana University of Pennsylvania with a degree
in Secondary Science Education. He taught biology, physiology, anatomy and scientific
terms at Northmont’s High School for 32 years. He was inducted into the Northmont Roll
of Recognition. George was a pioneer in soccer development in the Dayton area and
coached the Northmont Boys Varsity Soccer team from 1976 - 1992 garnering State
Championships in 1978 and 1988 and was ranked #3 in the nation in 1988. He also was
assistant coach for the UD Women’s soccer team from 2000-2017. He was also inducted
in the Ohio High School Hall of Fame and Northmont Hall of Fame. George leaves to
cherish his memory, his beloved wife of 60 years, Vanessa, two sons, David (Darla), Alex
(Lisa deceased); two grandsons Alex (Madeline), David, two granddaughter’s Nikki and
Katie. Also surviving are his brother John (Barb), nephew Yonnie (Maria), niece Angie,
many friend’s, former students and extended family members. There will be a walkthrough visitation, Friday, September 18, 2020 from 4:00 - 7:00 pm at Kindred Funeral
Home, 400 Union Boulevard, Englewood. Private services will be held at Annunciation
Greek Orthodox Church. Burial will be in Woodland Cemetery. In lieu of flowers
contributions in memory of George may be made to Annunciation Church, The Dayton
Food Bank or NDEA Scholarship Fund. Messages of sympathy and support to his family
may be made at: www.kindredfuneralhome.com.
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Kindred Funeral Home
400 Union Boulevard, Englewood, OH, US, 45322

Comments

“

It is saddening that I thought of calling Mr D today and find out I'm too late to
reconnect. He was the single most inspiration in my life to pursue the life sciences
and end up in medical school. I graduated NHS in 1972 and after a long medical
practice I was able to let him know that I was now teaching anatomy and physiology
at a local college and he seemed ecstatic. But besides spending lunch hour looking
at insects and fungus under the microscope in the back of his class my best
memories are of the start of the Northmont soccer team. A Peruvian exchange
student and I asked him if he would coach a soccer team at Northmont. He agreed
and though we were like a bunch of five year olds just running around the field I think
he was hooked on the future possibilities. The athletic department gave us 5 soccer
balls and a set of old basketball uniforms and would only let us play on the football
practice field. I'm so proud of what now "Coach D" did with the team and the legacy
that it became. What a fine man and what an impact he had on so many of us.

RODNEY ERKES - June 08 at 08:46 PM

“

Mr. Demetriades was an exceptional teacher. I had no idea he was a coach, too! He
had a real excitement for anatomy and physiology, and students admired his great
professionalism. It is hard for me to visualize him doing anything unrelated to the
science he so clearly loved, although I’ll bet his coaching was scientifically oriented,
too! He clearly cared about teaching and learning. I thought he belonged at Oxford!
Thousands of students benefitted greatly through his service and motivating style.

mike fetzer - September 24, 2020 at 09:32 AM

“

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family of George Demetriades.

September 18, 2020 at 12:48 AM

“

I am now a 66 year old former student and without a doubt the best teacher I have
ever had including college. Fond memories of a great teacher And mentor. Pete
White. Class of 1973.

Pete White - September 17, 2020 at 09:59 PM

“

Just read of George!s passing. So sorry for your loss. You were so devoted to him,he
was such a gentle man.

stella zaharako - September 17, 2020 at 02:11 PM

“

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the family of George Demetriades.

September 17, 2020 at 10:12 AM

“

I share in expressing my condolences on losing Coach D. He had a profound impact
on so many at an individual and a group level. He had a way with people that was
seemed tough on the outside but was extremely compassionate. A couple of quick
memories...in pre-season practice there was a tradition of “initiating” new players in
friendly bout of mud wrestling in the woods. Of course he knew about it as players
would return from these excursions covered head to toe. As he ordered us on a “long
run” in summer ‘88 captains Burrow and Guy said we may take a little longer to do
the mud run - with that sly George wink he said - “what you do on your run is up to
you and I don’t expect you back in less than 30 minutes” - those kinds of runs helped
build the character of today’s leaders.
2nd - personally - I share how he lifted one person (me) up - I was fortunate to play in
some of the ténsese games NHS soccer played in. I. A state quarter final I missed a
PK that fortunately didn’t cost us but I was devastated. When it came time for the
state final he went out of his way to indicate that missed pk is in the past and that I
had all the qualities to have a great game in the final. Fortunately I did and that trust
and redemption is a credit to his great empathy.
3rd - in later years I would run into him on the adult leagues /tournaments around
Dayton. What I remember most was his unbelievable smile and happiness. It was
contagious as you could feel him taking in the enjoyment of him watching his HS
players turning into men before his eyes.
He as a great man and will he missed and his incredible sense of values, fairness,
humor and character are great lessons for us all.

David “Goldie” Goldstein - September 16, 2020 at 03:56 PM

“

The Al Bianco Family purchased the Enduring Grace for the family of George
Demetriades.

The Al Bianco Family - September 16, 2020 at 02:30 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of George Demetriades.

September 16, 2020 at 08:17 AM

“

While I never had him in the classroom, Coach D was one of my life’s great teachers.
I learned more from him on the soccer field in high school than I ever did in class.
Much of any success I have had, like many other of his players and students, is in
part due to him. Vanessa, David, and Alex, please accept my hearfelt condolences.
David Huelsman ‘88

David Huelsman - September 15, 2020 at 08:08 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of George Demetriades.

September 15, 2020 at 03:00 PM

“

Dear Vanassa and family,
It is with regret that I heard your husband George passed away. I wanted to share my
love, support and sympathy to a wonderful (old) friend. I'm sure it's very hard in this
crazy time of Covid! Much sympathy, Patty (Blank) Stoy

Patty (Blank) Stoy - September 15, 2020 at 02:38 PM

“

Coach D will always be in my heart and the heart of thousands. He meant that much.
I am so sorry he has passed but his impact will live on for generations. His accolades
are marked on awards everywhere. These accolades he did not seek but they came
because of the way he cared for people. He made us better students, players, and
leaders but above all else he made us better people. Thank you Coach you will be
missed but in my mind and heart forever. Thank you!
Many prayers to Mrs D, Alex, David, and the whole family. Memories live forever and
fill the void of emptiness. May your memories be great!
David Burrows

David Burrows - September 15, 2020 at 01:20 PM

“

Terri lit a candle in memory of George Demetriades

Terri - September 15, 2020 at 12:22 PM

“

Darla, I'm so sorry to hear about your father-in-law. My thoughts and prayers are with you
and your family.
Terri - September 15, 2020 at 12:24 PM

“

Next to my parents, no adult influenced my life more than Coach D. He made me a
better player, student, coach and person. It was an honor to played for him. Rest In
Peace George.

Paul Nikolai - September 15, 2020 at 11:28 AM

“

To say that Mr D. was one of a kind is an understatement. He was truly my all time
favorite teacher. I loved, loved science and his classes made me love science even
more. I ended up going to medical school and to this day, I credit Mr. D's classes for
much of my success. He was the consummate teacher. He loved his subjects and he
loved his students. He exuded absolute joy when he was teaching. I honestly looked
forward to everyone of his classes. He truly was beloved. He will forever remain in
my heart.
Madhavi Kandula MD NHS'81

Madhavi Kandula - September 15, 2020 at 07:35 AM

“

Just crushed. We have stayed friends throughout the year as well as with his family.
Just adored him. When I came to Northmont the last two weeks of my sophomore
year, I knew virtually no one. Being Greek, I heard about this Greek teacher and
soccer coach, but was warned that I should approach with caution and NEVER
interrupt his class. The challenge was on. I interrupted his class, spoke in Greek, he
took me under his wing, and the rest is history. Rest in peace my friend. Δεν θα σε
ξεχάσουμε. To his wife Vanessa and his brother John, who was my father's business
partner, our deepest sympathies and love.

Debbie Urse - September 14, 2020 at 10:59 PM

“

Mr. D was truly an exceptional teacher who did not accept anything but the best.
While I did not end up with a career in science as I planned in high school, I
appreciate the study and work ethic he instilled in me. I attribute my success to
teachers like him.

Lisa Schmaltz Tooker - September 14, 2020 at 10:57 PM

“

Vanessa, I am so sorry for your loss. George and you have meant so much to me.
One of my best memories of George was after I had the poor judgement to respond
to a teacher's note on my homework (Accounting is more important than soccer).
with "to you maybe, not to me." George and I had a little "value alignment" after he
heard about that. He told me that "HIS players understand that their school comes
first. Maybe Trotwood or Vandailia's players had a different
understanding.".....Message received! Today, George's influence echoes through my
program. He was so much more than a coach and teacher for me.

Gregg Anderle - September 14, 2020 at 10:24 PM

“

It was an honor to have ever been in his presence! An amazing human being beyond
measure! Thank you Mr. Dimitriades for all the character you continually reflected ...
Wisdom, Intelligence ... kindness, encouragement and goodness. Valerie Farrier
Bryant

valerie bryant - September 14, 2020 at 10:24 PM

“

Vanessa condolences to you and your family, Jeffrey Miller

Jeffrey Miller - September 14, 2020 at 08:05 PM

“

“Mr. D” left me well prepared for college level Anatomy & Physiology, although I
certainly grumbled at the work it took to pass that class! I have wonderful memories
of decorating the class skeleton at Christmastime. Thanks for everything. Rest easy
sir.

Shari Eason Ludlam, NHS ‘81 - September 14, 2020 at 07:45 PM

“

My goodness. I took Mr. Demetriades’s biology and physiology classes - junior and
senior years. People made fun because I chose to take these classes that were
historically known to be super hard. He turned out to be my favorite teacher perhaps of all time. He was the first teacher to allow me to be myself. He pushed me
to be my best. I still to this day remember things from his class (30 yrs ago - just
saying) . I excelled in college because of him. I actually use his methods when I
teach my own pharmacy students and residents. He was an amazing mentor. May he
rest in peace. Love and prayers for his family.

Nilam Patel - September 14, 2020 at 06:43 PM

“

Was saddened to hear of the passing of Mr. D. I was a student teacher of his Biology
class during the fall of 1976. It was great experience for me. He kept me on my toes,
and the class was SO well behaved already. Fond memories of the last day - cookies
and a gift. Thanks for getting me started in the right direction. Virginia ChambersRyan (currently of Salinas, Calif.)

Virginia Chambers-Ryan - September 14, 2020 at 06:38 PM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of George Demetriades.

September 14, 2020 at 03:17 PM

“

Treasured Lilies Spray was purchased for the family of George Demetriades.

September 14, 2020 at 01:36 PM

“

I have 2 wonderful memories of George. The first is when I was a new teacher at
NHS & George’s science classroom was just down the hall a few doors from my
math classroom. When I was giving a lesson on the area formula for a circle (pi r
squared) George walked in the room and said “No, pies are round” with that beautiful
Greek accent! Needless to say, the students & I laughed like crazy & that became a
yearly ritual between the 2 of us! The second was when I was the soccer line girl
supervisor for the varsity boys soccer team. I had to take my daughter, Jessica, with
me to many practices. She was just a toddler & George loved to antagonize her by
chasing her, pretending to tag her. She has always spoken of him with fondness &
became one of his neighbors in 2004! What a wonderful man heaven has received.
Condolences to Vanessa, the boys & their families. Carol Amsbaugh

Carol Amsbaugh - September 14, 2020 at 01:14 PM

“

There was never a better teacher, mentor than Mr. D. He had a heart of gold. He was a
legend that will remain in the halls of Northmont. I loved my A &P class with him. My
college A&P class was a breeze after his class. I became very close to he and Vanessa
when I started babysitting for David and Alex. They even came to my wedding. Will always
have wonderful memories of this kind man. Prayers for healing to Vanessa and family.
Kathie Krisher Black - September 16, 2020 at 02:32 AM

