Gerald "Jerry" James Alred
February 24, 1943 - June 1, 2021

Gerald James “Jerry” Alred, age 78 of Johnson City, Tennessee, passed away on
Tuesday, June 1, 2021. He was a native of Dayton, Ohio, where he graduated from
Patterson Cooperative High School and taught at Sinclair Community College. He
completed his undergraduate and graduate work at the University of Dayton and Miami
University of Ohio. In 2010 he established the Inland Children’s Chorus Collection at
Wright State University in Dayton, Ohio. He developed the website InlandChorus.com to
collect and preserve the history and music of the Chorus of which he was a proud member
from 1951 to 1959. Gerald was Professor Emeritus at the University of WisconsinMilwaukee, where he was a full-time faculty member for thirty-five years and a teaching
award recipient. He advised many graduate students, directed several doctoral
dissertations, and reached the rank of full professor in the Department of English. He is
internationally known as author of numerous scholarly articles, several standard
bibliographies, and many editions of the leading handbooks on business and technical
writing used in colleges throughout the United States and abroad. He was Associate
Editor of the Journal of Business Communications and a long-time member of several
professional societies. Gerald “Jerry” Alred was a recipient of the Jay R. Gould Award
from the Society for Technical Communications for “profound scholarly and textbook
contributions to the teaching of business and technical writing.” He was invited three times
as guest professor at Justus Liebig University in Giessen, Germany. He co-founded an
institutional partnership between the University of Applied Sciences and Arts at Hannover,
Germany and the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. As he stated in the prefaces of his
books, he owed everything to his beloved wife Janice Alred for “her many hours of help in
coordination and for continuing to hold everything together.” He was preceded in death by
his mother, Leona (Evans) Alred; father, Edgar James Alred; sister-in-law Carol Moody
and nephew Ty Coleman. He is survived by his wife, Janice Alred; daughters Jeanette
Alred and Elaine Alred; granddaughters Brianna (Ken) Barrett, Michelle Cecil, and
Kimberly (Tyler) Martin; great grandchildren Ayeden Roswell and Serena James Martin;
brother Fred (Geneva) Moore; sister-in-law Sue (Phil) Moody Matthews and brother-in-law
Richard (Vickie) Moody and nephew Noah.
The family will receive friends on Saturday, July 31, 2021 from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. at the

Kindred Funeral Home (400 Union Blvd., Englewood). Interment will follow at 10:45 a.m.
at Fairview Cemetery in Englewood. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to The
InlandChorus.com Trust at the Bank of Tennessee. The Kindred Funeral Home,
Englewood is handling arrangements. Online condolences may be made to the family at h
ttp://www.KindredFuneralHome.com
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Comments

“

My heartfelt condolences to everyone in the Aldred family at the passing of your
Patriarch.
Jerry's presence will no doubt be sorely missed. May all of your wonderful family
memories be a warming consolation to each and every one of you! God bless you all.
With deep sympathies and warming memories of your generosity in sharing your
family Thanksgiving and Christmas gatherings. Debra Zins; Milwaukee, WI

Debra Zins - July 16, 2021 at 11:10 PM

“

I never met Jerry but I know he worked tirelessly for Inland Chorus. The Chorus was
a big part of my brothers' lives and mine. Thank you to Jerry and his family!

Carol Hemmere (Drerup) - July 16, 2021 at 03:50 PM

“

Mary Mullins and Liz Van Pelt purchased the Cheeseboard Complete for the family of
Gerald "Jerry" James Alred.

Mary Mullins and Liz Van Pelt - June 13, 2021 at 06:09 PM

“

I will always remember Jerry's sweet smile. I remember going out to the Door County
a-frame with Janice and my husband Bill. Jerry wore a Klondike-type can and goofed
around for the camera.
Jerry was a big Star Trek fan, so we went to a concert at the PAC that featured the
music, with George Takai as narrator. He was so happy.
Jerry was always so kind to me, and I loved doing the case study for The
Professional Writer. Many, many students benefitted from his teaching and editing.
He even introduced me to his co-authors Ted Brusaw and Walter Oliu, and they told
funny stories about how Walt had to write a brochure reassuring locals about the
repercussions of Three Mile Island, and how Ted could only tell summer from winter
if he heard mowers going as he worked on the Handbooks.
Mary Mullins

Mary Mullins - June 13, 2021 at 06:01 PM

“

Dear Janice and Family: My deepest sympathies on the passing of Jerry. He was
one of my mentors as a graduate student, and I thoroughly enjoyed working with him
for all those months on the then-latest version of his Technical Writing Handbook. I
will always remember his warmth, kindness, humor, and amazing talent. He will be
greatly missed.
Michelle Schoenecker

Michelle - June 11, 2021 at 01:48 PM

“

Dear Janice and Family,
My deepest sympathies to you and your Family on the passing of Jerry. I certainly
enjoyed getting together at the MCL Cafeteria in Kettering, Ohio for our annual
meeting. It was such fun to talk with others who had been in the Inland Children's
Chorus, look at the pictures and listen to the individual memories of those wonderful
days. I was sad we could not get together during 2020 but I understood why we
could not meet. I really looked forward to receiving the songs that Jerry started
sending out and would sing along with them as I listened. The Easter Parade song
from March 2021 and the Gershwin's Summertime song from May 2021 were
particularly moving. Thank you Janice and Jerry for all you did to bring this wonderful
group of people together. You will be sorely missed. My Thoughts and Prayers are
with you and your family as you prepare to bring Jerry back to Dayton to his final
resting place.
Sincerely, Julie R. Hansen - past member of the Inland Children's Chorus.

Julie R. Hansen - June 10, 2021 at 12:28 AM

“

Godiva Gold Ballotin (36 pc) was purchased for the family of Gerald "Jerry" James
Alred.

June 09, 2021 at 10:56 AM

“

Jerry certainly will be missed by UWM colleagues and students who were lucky to
know him through his remarkable career in teaching and writing. He greeted us all
with a big smile and entertaining stories of his work and travels. I will never forget his
expandable set of index cards for teaching research methodology. His handbooks for
business and technical writing reflected how much he valued precision, clarity and
order - handbooks that have been read by hundreds of students in the US and
overseas. A remarkable legacy! Mary Louise Buley-Meissner, English Dept.

Mary Louise Buley-Meissner - June 08, 2021 at 03:18 PM

“

Jerry was a great guy who helped me out in so many ways at UWM. I’d need a
bulleted list to present them, something I’m sure he would have appreciated as long
as it had parallel phrasing! I’m so sorry to hear of this news and will really miss him.

Robert Marini - June 08, 2021 at 12:46 PM

“

Dear Janice & Family: You have my deepest sympathy on the passing of Jerry. Not
only did he leave a wonderful legacy through his teachings and writings, but also
through his efforts to create the curated legacy of the Inland Childrens Chorus. I had
the pleasure of meeting Jerry through his work on the Chorus legacy and I am
blessed to have known him. His presence will definitely be missed, but his spirit will
be with us always in song and I know that he had "14 angels guiding him to
paradise".
Barb Brun Bruns (Chorus member 1962-1970)

Barbara Bruns - June 07, 2021 at 01:06 PM

“

He loved those 14 angels and at the end was listening to “O.Divine Redeemer,” He loved
Chorus Wright State and all the luncheons with former members and all they added to the
collection. It was not a hobby but a passion. We were blessed to know you. Janice
Janice Alred - June 07, 2021 at 07:10 PM

“

Jerry was a magnificent colleague of mine in the UW-Milwaukee Professional Writing
Program - also, a dear mentor and friend throughout the nearly 21 years I taught in
the same program. He was a consummate professional in every sense of the word
but also one of the most funniest and most encouraging people I knew at UWMilwaukee. And what a passion he had for the Inland Chorus! May Jerry's memory
be a blessing for all who had the great honor and pleasure of knowing him. My
special condolences go to Janice, Jerry's children, and Jerry's grandchildren. Rachel
Spilka

Rachel Spilka - June 05, 2021 at 06:30 PM

“
“

Thank you Rachel. He respected you and you and your family are always a part of ours.
Elaine Alred - June 06, 2021 at 09:20 PM

Thank you for your kind words. Our families were intertwined as you developed your career
at UWM.
Janice Alred - June 07, 2021 at 07:23 PM

“

Jerry! What a wonderful friend and scholar. We had many good times together at
Sinclair and in the community. I recall when Jerry
published his first book at Sinclair. Wow! Author’s. Allred and Busso the start of great
future! God bless Jerry and may he Rest In Peace!

charles curran - June 05, 2021 at 08:13 AM

“
“

Thank you for memory of my dad.
Elaine Alred - June 06, 2021 at 09:33 PM

Jerry has always had your picture on his bulletin board. He had wonderful memories of
your times together and spoke of you often.
Janice Alred - June 07, 2021 at 07:18 PM

“

I remember Jerry vaguely but I was fortunate to have spent 6 years in The Inland
Children’s Chorus from 10 years old to 16 years old (1957-1963). One of my fondest
memories!! RIP Jerry.
Pat Nurrenbrock

Pat Nurrenbrock Basye - June 05, 2021 at 02:02 AM

“
“

Thank you for you kind words
Elaine Alred - June 06, 2021 at 09:21 PM

Thanks Pat, I don’t remember from the chorus luncheons but if you hadn’t been a part of
that experience, please go to the Website: InlandChorus.com for a wonderful history and
great memories.
Janice Alred - June 07, 2021 at 07:31 PM

“

Dear Janice and family.
Steve and I are so sad to hear this news. Jerry was a friend, a mentor, and a valued
scholar to so many of us at UWM, and I had the extra blessing of having his office
across from mine for many years. He gave so much to the Professional Writing
program and continued to be a special part of it even after his retirement. We shared
many fun times, both at UWM and at professional conferences, and we particularly
think of the support he offered for the Business Writing Award. Such a beacon of
kindness and a true gentleman. We will all miss him, and send our sincere
condolences to you and all whose lives he touched.
Nancy Nygaard and Steve Baldwin

Nancy - June 04, 2021 at 04:41 PM

“
“

Thank you nancy
elaine alred - June 04, 2021 at 11:25 PM

Thanks Nancy, you describe Jerry so will and what he want to achieve and pass on to
others.
Janice Alred - June 07, 2021 at 07:34 PM

“

Kenneth Cook
Chairman and CEO
Ken Cook Co.
I had a long time friendship with Jerry and Janice. My company is in the technical
communication business in Milwaukee and now New Berlin. Jerry would bring a group of
students into my company for a tour and demonstrations. At the end of the tour I would
answer detailed questions about my business. Students would prepare a report about their
experience and be graded for content.
I enjoyed the relationship with Jerry and Janice. He was an exceptional teacher and leader
in the technical writing field.
Ken Cook
Kenneth Cook - July 16, 2021 at 10:44 AM

“

I will always be greatful to Jerry for his sincere effort and time to keep the Inland
Chorus alive at Wright State and certainly enjoyed the luncheon and getting
reacquainted with former members of the choir. Jerry and his wife did so much with
their time and financial support to keep the Inland Chorus a good memory.
Thank you sincerely - Ron Filburn a former choir member. It was a priviledge to know
Jerry and his wife.

Ronald Filburn - June 04, 2021 at 04:15 PM

“
“

Thank you so much for the kind words.
elaine alred - June 04, 2021 at 11:26 PM

Ron, I so glad you understand the nature of what Jerry wanted to do with the chorus
history. It was his passion.
Janice Alref - June 07, 2021 at 07:37 PM

“

Jerry was a neighbor and longtime friend since he and Janice first moved into
Milwaukee in 1974. We have many fond memories of visits, shared meals, special
occasions, Door County trip and New Year Eve’s nights. Everyone who knew Jerry
became unofficial members of the Inland Children’s Chorus through his enthusiasm
and extensive work on documenting its history. His leading handbooks on technical
and business writing are a major contribution to his discipline. We will miss his
enthusiasm for life.
Cynthia and Warren Sommer

Cynthia and Warren Sommer - June 04, 2021 at 03:17 PM

“
“

Awe thank you. You are family to us. So many great memories.
elaine alred - June 04, 2021 at 11:28 PM

Cindy and Warren, your friendship has meant so much to Jerry and I through the years.
True unconditional love.
Janice Alred - June 07, 2021 at 07:41 PM

“

I had Jerry as a professor for an advanced technical writing class. I learned a great deal
about communicating professionally but above all communicating clearly. He was one of
the best instructors I have ever had.
Chris Parks - June 10, 2021 at 05:33 PM

“

Sending my deepest sympathy to your family.
One of the many who sang in the inland children’s chorus so long ago. The inland
page and updates are so appreciated. Bev h.

bev hemmelgarn - June 04, 2021 at 10:38 AM

“
“

Thank you
elaine alred - June 04, 2021 at 11:29 PM

Bev, Thanks for your sympathy. Fortunately, Richard Hay of 26 Design will continue to keep
the Website available.
Janice Alred - June 07, 2021 at 07:45 PM

“

Jerry was a wonderful friend--generous, supportive, and loyal. It is really because of
him that I developed a career in technical writing and became a professor. Our first
bibliography project was good training for me and much fun as well. We had a long
friendship filled with daily emails on both serious and casual topics. He was a mentor
to many students during his career and a successful advocate for clear writing in the
workplace. He will be missed by all who knew him. Diana Reep

Diana Reep - June 04, 2021 at 09:07 AM

“

Our sincere sympathy goes out to the family
My dear friend Jerry was such a gift and his spirit will live on in our Dayton, Ohio
community. He was the light that shown for all of us as members of the Inland Children's
Chorus by his tireless work in preserving the memory of another day.
I will definitely miss him and all that he meant to the children now adults who loved more
that anything to sing.
Mary Ann (Dineen) Hemmert
Mary Ann Hemmert - June 04, 2021 at 03:41 PM

“
“

Awe thank you for your kind words
elaine alred - June 04, 2021 at 11:31 PM

Jerry was always such a supportive colleague and an all-around enthusiastic guy. What a
loss.
Carolyn Kott Washburne
Carolyn Kott Washburne - June 05, 2021 at 01:15 PM

“

My heart goes out to Janice and all of Jerry's family. I had the privilege of knowing Jerry
through his passion to preserve the Inland Children's Chorus history. He was truly a
remarkable man who will be greatly missed. His work to gather the history of the chorus
and create inlandchorus.com and establish the collection of originals at Wright State
University Libraries' Special Collections and Archives is a gift to all of us and future
generations. What a beautiful legacy.
~Toni Vanden Bos
Toni Vanden Bos - June 07, 2021 at 11:41 AM

“

Mary Ann, Carolyn, and Tony, Thank you for your memories. They describe Jerry’s passion
for his profession and devotion to the Inland Childdren’s Chorus and it’s Website.
Janice Alred - June 07, 2021 at 08:04 PM

“

Jerry was a kind and friendly colleague, qualities that meant a lot to me when I first came to
UWM. They still do. Although we worked in different areas, he was always interested in
what others were doing and teaching: he thought of the department as a diverse whole
even during times of division. He supported so many grateful students and colleagues over
the years: I hope that is some comfort.
Gwynne Kennedy - June 09, 2021 at 02:19 PM

“

I was Jerry's colleague for 4 years in the 1980s at UWM, and his support and generosity
changed me into a better colleague and mentor of others than I would have been. He was
unfailingly generous with his time and access to friends and professional folk. I owe him a

lot, which I repay whenever I can by extenting his help to others.
Frank Hubbard - July 16, 2021 at 06:42 PM

