M/Sgt. David K. Howells USAF (Ret.)
March 23, 1920 - August 17, 2019

M/Sgt David K. Howells USAF (Ret.), age 99 of Englewood, passed away on August 17,
2019. He was born on March 23, 1920 at Oak Hill, Ohio. He retired from active duty from
the 1005th Special Investigations Group (OSI) Andrews AFB, Maryland. He was employed
by R.E. Condit Company for a period of 14 years as Purchasing Agent and Salesman. He
also retired from Montgomery County Department of Human Services as Purchasing
Manager. He was enrolled in the Civilian Conservation Corps for a period of 2 years
serving as Assistant Leader to the Education Adviser, serving at Morehead, Kentucky,
Nelsonville, Ohio, and Las Vegas, Nevada. He served his country during WWII in the
South and South West Pacific Ocean serving in New Caledonia, Guadalcanal, Admiralty
Islands, Netherland East Indies and the Philippine Islands with the 424th Bomb Squadron,
307th Bomb Group, Thirteenth Air Force. He was also a veteran of the Korean War.
Entered Glider Pilot Training Program and completed pre-flight training, Maxwell AFB,
Alabama, Primary Flight Training at Anderson Air Activities, Antigo, Wisconsin, Basic
Glider Pilot Training in the Schweizer TG-3A Training Glider, Donaldson AFB, Greenville,
South Carolina, and entered Advanced Glider Pilot Training, WACO CG4A, at Stuttgard,
Arkansas. David was an original member of 13th Troop Squadron, 61st Troop Carrier
Group. After WWII he served in Japan as NCOIC Base Housing with the 301st Fighter
Wing. Also served as instructor in the Air Force ROTC Program at the University of Detroit
in Michigan. After completion of the AFROTC Tour, he was assigned to Toul-Rosieres Air
Base, Toul, France serving as First Sergeant and Personnel Sergeant Major with the 50th
Fighter-Bomber Wing. He was awarded the Air Force Commendation Medal, American
Defense Medal, American Campaign Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Medal, WWII Victory Medal,
Army of Occupation Japan, Presidential Unit Citation, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Air
Force Longevity Service Award with Three Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters, and the Good
Conduct Medal (Silver with 2 loops). Awarded Battle Stars for Luzon, New Guinea,
Bismark Archipelago, Easter Mandates, Western Pacific and Air Combat-Borneo. He was
a lifetime member of the National Association Civilian Conservation Corps, Member of Air
Force Association, Air Force Sergeants Association, and the Air Force Museum
Foundation. He is survived by his step-sons: Jerry (Sherri) King of Clayton, Ohio, Robert
King of New Lebanon, 8 step-grandchildren, numerous step-great-grandchildren, other

relatives and friends. He was preceded in death by his wife Beulah (Ballard) Howells,
parents: John and Nora (Metzler) Howells, brother: M/Sgt. Glade Howells, sisters:
Elizabeth Bauer, Mary Echelmeyer. Funeral Services will be held at 10:30 a.m. on
Saturday, August 24, 2019 at Kindred Funeral Home (400 Union Blvd. Englewood). The
family will receive friends on Saturday, from 9:30 a.m. until time of services. Interment will
immediately follow at Polk Grove Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can
be made to the National Museum of the United States Air Force.
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Comments

“

8-22-19
Uncle Dave,
We just want to say how much we will miss having our special weekly conversations.
We talked about you growing up in Oak Hill with your family (mom, dad,
Glade,Elizabeth, and Mary). You were so interesting to talk to. We would discuss
your career in the Air Force, and all the countries you served. You had quite an
exciting life.
You had a wonderful marriage to Beulah, and you traveled all over the world with her
by your side. We know how much you have missed her all these years. Now we
know you are together again with Beulah.
We were so happy that we got the chance to visit with you. That is something we will
always remember and cherish.
We love you,
John and Sandi Echelmeyer

John and Sandi Echelmeyer - August 22, 2019 at 06:34 PM

“

When I think about my grandpa, I remember all the things that he did for his grandkids in our younger years. He and grandma took us on trips, shopping for shoes and
clothes, and had us over for Friday night dinners every other weekend. I remember
he and grandma nursed my dad back to health when he was in an accident that
almost took his life. They also drove down to Ky. to take care my great grandma
(Rosie) on the weekends for an extended period of time. My grandparents were
selfless and a great example for the younger generations of what love for family is.
Speaking of examples, he and grandma were the ultimate example for what a good
marriage should look like. As grandpa would say, "we never fought over money.
Whatever Beulah wanted, Beulah got". I am so thankful that I really got a chance to
spend more time with him in recent years. Grandpa will always be remembered for
his typewritten letters, his words of wisdom and encouragement. and his everlasting
smile. I will miss him greatly.

Jody - August 22, 2019 at 08:48 AM

“

My Uncle, David K. Howells, was a cherished part of my childhood as I grew up in a
small house down the village street on which he was born. When he was deployed
abroad I assisted my mother (when I was six years old to eight years old ) in
preparing a box of home cooked goodies that we walked to the post office weekly for
mailing abroad so he would know how much we loved him. When he married he did
not remain close to us and I missed him but respected his lifestyle of vacationing

around the world and United States. Whenever he wished to do so, he was
welcomed in my parents and my home and we always prepared all of his home
cooked goodies: fresh corn, green beans coleslaw, tomatoes, cucumber and onion in
vinegaepr, olives, fried chicken, "Southeastern Ohio bologna", homemade rolls,
homemade jellies/jams, homemade noodles, mashed potatoes and gravy. It was
always a celebration when he wished to see us and we always begged him to come
a often as he wished. I am a retired teacher, and Professor Emeretus from the
University of Rio Grande. Whenever Uncle Dave came to visit me in Oak Hill, Ohio, I
would squire him to my campus. He liked hearing stories of my young days there
when I was a student there. I returned there when I was thirty-seven to teach the
very courses I had taken as a young college student. My love for the folk of
Appalachia was also echoed in the life of Uncle Dave when he worked for
Montogomery County. He told me that many citizens of the greater Dayton area grew
up in Appalachia, the very spot in which he was born and raised.
Respectfully,
Linda Bauer
Daughter of Anna Elizabeth Howells-Bauer (Sister of David K. Howells ) and Niece of
David K. Howells
Linda Bauer - August 20, 2019 at 06:36 PM

“

Linda Bauer, Niece and Daughter of his Sister purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet
for the family of David K. Howells.

Linda Bauer, Niece and Daughter of his Sister - August 20, 2019 at 06:14 PM

“

Since I lived in Kentucky, I did not get to see Uncle David often. However, when I did,
I always enjoyed his company. He was a very warm and kind man. He was also one
of the most intelligent and accomplished men that I have personally known. After a
long earthly journey, I am sure that he is at peace now with his beloved Beulah.

Arlene Ferguson Burton - August 19, 2019 at 09:09 PM

