Mary Lou Whistler - Miller
December 13, 1935 - March 24, 2019

Mary Lou (Ferrey) Whistler - Miller, age 83 of Englewood, passed away on Sunday, March
24, 2019 at Hospice of Dayton. She was born in Ft. Wayne, Indiana to George and
Lauretta (Bechtold) Ferrey on December 13, 1935. After graduating from Elmhurst High
School, Mary Lou went on to Manchester College, where she graduated with an
elementary teaching degree in 1957. She married her college sweetheart, Richard, in
1958. They had two children, Kandace and Kent.
Mary Lou taught elementary school for 30 years in both Indiana and Ohio. During her
active retirement years, she volunteered with Aullwood Audubon Center, the Victoria
Theater, and Phi Delta Kappa International. She was an avid birder and loved to travel.
After Richard’s passing, Mary Lou was married, briefly, to longtime friend Eldon Miller.
They resided in Florida. Upon Eldon’s death, Mary Lou returned to the Northmont
community to be among family and friends.
Mary Lou was preceded in death by her parents, her first husband, Richard L. Whistler,
her second husband: Eldon Miller, and her brother, Herbert Ferrey. She is survived by a
sister, Joyce Adkins, her children, Kandace (Jon) Moore, and Richard Kent (Jennifer)
Whistler, three grandchildren: Paul Wilms, Hannah Whistler (Sam Calvert), and Linnea
Whistler, and a niece, Kem Ferrey.
In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made in Mary Lou’s memory to Aullwood Audubon
Center or Hospice of Dayton. A celebration of life is being planned for a later date. Burial
will be with Richard at Concord United Methodist Church Cemetery in Englewood.

Cemetery
Concord Church Cemetery
1123 S. Main Street
Englewood, OH, 45322

Comments

“

Mary Lou was one of the most gracious women I ever met. I so enjoyed getting to
know her better in our later years. My sympathies to all the family upon her death.
Ara Wright Lawrence

Ara Wright Lawrence - April 02 at 10:19 AM

“

Mary Lou and Dick accompanied my husband and I on our first date back at
Manchester. She was a beautiful person, always kind and sweet. Our hearts are
heavy to hear of her passing.

Nancy Kinnison - March 28 at 10:53 AM

“

I had the good fortune to student teach with MaryLou at Sonquarry and later work
with her as a substitute teacher at Demmitt. She was a wonderful role model and all
around very nice person. I am so sad to hear of her passing. Prayers to her family
and all who were touched by her.

Cindy Sullivan - March 28 at 06:38 AM

“

One of my best teachers , EVER. A true joy to work with and a wonderful role model
for children. So blessed to call her my friend, prayers to her family and friends.

Denny Dyer - March 27 at 05:47 PM

“

I believe she might have been my third grade teacher at Stonequarry, many years
ago. I am so sorry for your loss. She was always nice to me

Bonnie Banta - March 27 at 04:47 PM

“

Kandi , Kent, Joyce and families,
I will never forget Mary's smile.
Miriam

Miriam Ruppel - March 26 at 07:06 PM

“

Kandace, Kent, and Other Family Members,
My heartfelt sympathy goes to all of you on the loss of Mary Lou. I remember her as
a remarkable woman of many talents who was always impeccably groomed. I knew
her first as the wife of our school's superintendent and as the mother of two junior
high students, but later we became friends through Delta Kappa Gamma. I last saw
her in December, so her passing was a surprise. Kent, I later learned from knowing
her, that your sense of humor probably came from her. Kandace, I remember your
mother was pleased at Paul's birth; but your dad was "over the moon" at having a
grandson; your mother and I shared news about our grandchildren for many years.
She will be missed by many who had the privilege of knowing her.
Mona Hobson

Mona Hobson - March 26 at 12:41 PM

